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UNU-IAS contribution to the Secretary-General’s report section  
relating to the implementation of the outcomes of the Consultative Process  

at its first nine meetings  
 
The United Nations University Institute of Advanced Studies (UNU-IAS) has undertaken 
extensive work relating to marine genetic resources and biological prospecting in order to 
improve the informational basis for the policy debate at the Consultative Process and 
other relevant fora. This work has, to a great extent, been undertaken due to the expressed 
need for improved information on the uses of marine genetic resources by countries 
participating in the Consultative Process. The work relates, in particular, to the eighth 
meeting of the Consultative Process, but also to earlier meetings, such as the sixth 
meeting. In addition, UNU-IAS has undertaken work relating to the ecosystem approach 
in open and deep oceans as a contribution to the seventh meeting of the Consultative 
Process. 
 
Further details are supplied below. 
 
Ecosystem approaches and oceans 
UNU-IAS, together with UNESCO, produced a report titled Implementing the Ecosystem 
Approach in Open Ocean and Deep Sea Environments: An Analysis of Stakeholders, 
Their Interests and Existing Approaches. This publication was presented at a side event at 
the seventh meeting of the Consultative Process, and is also available on-line at 
http://www.ias.unu.edu/binaries2/DeepSea_Stakeholders.pdf. The publication concludes 
that a stakeholder participation process is central to implementing the ecosystem 
approach in open ocean and deep sea environments, where such approaches have to date 
been lacking. This type of stakeholder participation process still remains to be developed. 
 
Marine genetic resources 
In order to improve the informational basis for policy discussions in regards to genetic 
resources, UNU-IAS has undertaken extensive work to assess the status of marine 
biological prospecting globally. A key component of this process has been the 
development, in collaboration with UNESCO, of a Marine Biological Prospecting 
Information Resource. This Information Resource includes a searchable database which 
provides details of research and commercialized products arising from biological samples 
that were sourced from the world’s oceans and coastal areas. Also included are tools and 
resources related to legislation, customary law, declarations, access and benefit-sharing, 
intellectual property, economics and valuation. Related Information Resource Tools on 
Antarctica, the Pacific Islands and the Arctic also contain marine components. All 
Bioprospecting Resource Tools can be accessed through 
http://www.bioprospector.org/bioprospector/.  
 
The Information Resource Tool was presented at the eighth meeting of the Consultative 
Process at a side event. In addition, an informal document titled An Update on Marine 
Genetic Resources: Scientific Research, Commercial Uses and a Database on Marine 
Bioprospecting was made available for participants at that meeting. This document was 
later updated to become an article in the journal Marine Policy (D. Leary, M. Vierros, G. 
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Hamon, S. Arico and C. Monagle. 2009. Marine Genetic Resources: A review of 
scientific and commercial interest. Marine Policy 33: 183– 194) 
 
A report titled Bioprospecting of Genetic Resources in the Deep Seabed: Scientific, Legal 
and Policy Aspects (http://www.ias.unu.edu/binaries2/DeepSeabed.pdf) was produced by 
UNU-IAS in 2005, and presented at the sixth meeting of the Consultative Process. 
 
UNU-IAS has also collaborated in the production of a number of reports relating to 
biological prospecting in Antarctica. These include a number of documents for Antarctic 
Treaty Consultative Meetings and a review of marine biological prospecting in Antarctica 
(see 
http://www.bioprospector.org/bioprospector/Resources/Publications/Antarctic_marine_bi
oprospecting.pdf). A 2003 report titled The International Regime for Bioprospecting: 
Existing Policies and Emerging Issues for Antarctica 
(http://www.ias.unu.edu/binaries/UNUIAS_AntarcticaReport.pdf) provides an 
introduction to this issue. 
 
The UNU-IAS Report Bioprospecting in the Arctic examines the extent and nature of 
bioprospecting in the Arctic. It argues that there is significant interest in the 
biotechnology potential of Arctic biodiversity. In many cases this potential has moved 
beyond the research of the academic community to commercialisation by industry. The 
report is on-line at 
http://www.ias.unu.edu/resource_centre/Bioprospecting%20in%20the%20Arctic.pdf.  
 


